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Aortic stiffness measurements would provide a straightforward method to study the 
response to various dietary and pharmacological manipulations both in animal models and 
patients. 
- this thesis - 
 
Understanding histological validation methods is of utmost importance for proper 
application and validation of MR contrast agents 
- this thesis - 
 
The timing of contrast-enhanced MRI is of importance and will need to be optimized for 
every novel contrast agent and animal model. 
- this thesis - 
 
E-selectin imaging combined with macrophage imaging in the plaque represents a tool to 
monitor plaque progression, regression and treatment response in vivo. 
- this thesis - 
-  
 
Targeted MR Contrast Agents: Hype or Future Hope? 
- Reimer P., Radiology, 2004; 231:1-2 - 
 
VCAM-1 targeted contrast agents may detect not only the presence of atherosclerotic 
lesions but also their degree of inflammatory activation, an important mechanism 
implicated in clinical complications of atherosclerosis. 
- Nahrendorf M. et al., Circulation, 2006;114(14):1504-11. - 
 
Future MR contrast agents, will probe anatomy at the cellular and subcellular level and will 
either be directed against specific targets or activated by specific enzymes. 
- Sosnovik D. et al., Current Opinion in Biotechnology, 2007;18(1):4-10 - 
 
Dextran coated iron oxide nanoparticles can be recognized and specifically taken up by 
macrophages via the scavenger receptor. 
- Tu C. et al., Biomaterials 2011; 32(29):7209-7216 - 
-  
 
Whatever a theory appears to you as the only possible one, take this as a sign that you have 
neither understood the theory nor the problem, which it was intended to solve. 
- Karl Popper, Objective Knowledge: An Evolutionary Approach, 1972 - 
 
Time is a strange thing; It moves quickly, yet slowly. Nobody has it, yet everybody can 
make it. 
- Liz Betrey, Board of Wisdom, 2011 - 
 
Science does not open the door to infinite wisdom, but sets a limit to infinite error. 
- Bertolt Brecht, Life in Galileo, 1939, scene 9, 74 - 
 
Denkend aan Nederland zie ik gele treinen onbeweeglijk in eindeloos laagland staan. 
- A.F.Th. van der Heijden, Vallende Ouders, 1983 - 
